Bottled water debate
all wet: Councillor

Canadians have bigger problems to worry about
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While Canada's mayors
supportsqueezing put bottled
water use in municipal facili-
ties, worrying about plastic
water boitles during this eco-
nomic crisis-is frivolous, a
Toronto councillor says.

In avote at [1s meeting
in'Victoria on Saturday, the
national board of divectors for
the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities passed a reso-
lution encouraging the phas-
ing out of the sale and pur-
chase of bottled water where
potable water is available,

“Definitely it hurts the
industry, but it takes away the
choice from the public” said
Councillor Doug Holyday,
who represents Etobicoke
Centre (Ward 3).

‘Pop’s not banned’

Mayors argue that up to
80% of water bottles end pp in
landfills.

“If thar's the case with plas-
tic water bottles, I'm sure it’s
the case with plastic pop bot-
tles” Holyday said. "Pop's not
banned. Notlvet.

‘And | think there's far big-
ger things that could be dealt
with than this matter," he
said. “With the economy the
way it is you think they might
spend their time .., trying to
do something to improve the
economy or 1o deal with the
problem of the economy — as
apposed to this!”

The drive to reduce the
flow of plastic bottles to land-
fill sites and increased use
of municipal water supplies
woilld spark Investments into

infrastructure, argued FCM
president Jean Perrault, who
is also mayor of Sherbrooke,
e,

“Some parts of the country,
like Labrador” have been liv-
ing with boil-water advisories,
he =aid.

“Our demand (is) for the
federal government to invest
in-infrastructure,” Perrault
gaid.

Drink from tap

“The first Infrastructure
need in this country is to offer
potable water to everyone.”

He said people living in
communities that have areli-
able water supply should
drink from the tap — not plas-
tic bottles. _

While the resolution, intro-
duced by the cities of Toronto
and London, stops short of

calling for a ban, Perranlt said-
there should be less réliance

on bortles that often end up in
landfills. 3

“The object (is) to influ-
enceall of our munic-
ipalities to use their
potable water, which
is good,” he said.

"We're not talk-
ing about ban-
ning, we're talk-
ing aboureduca-
tion. It's a way
to show thart,
why buy bot-
tles when
your tap
waler s
inreally,
really
good

shape’’ ”:

The resalution
said municipali-
ties should develop
dWdATeENEess Cam-
paigns about
the benefits:
and guality of f
municipal
water sup-
plies.
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While some
municipalities are
pushing to have
bottled water
banned from their
offices, Canadians
are more
concerned about
the economy,
says Councillor
Doug Holyday.



